
Cubism portrait
Grade 8-12



In this project you will be 
creating an abstract 
cubism portrait, inspired 
by the famous artist Pablo 
Picasso. You will be using 
asymmetrical/symmetrical 
balance and shapes/forms 
to give your portrait an 
Abstract Cubism design.

Notice the two faces? One 
facing forward, while the 
other face is in a side 
profile. Notice the shapes? 
They change the dynamics 
of what our eyes perceive.



Cubism
An early 20th-century style and movement in art, especially painting, in 
which perspective with a single viewpoint was abandoned and use was 
made of simple geometric shapes, interlocking planes, and, later, collage.



Pablo Picasso



Supplies Needed:

• White sheet of paper 


• Pencil


• Black Sharpie or marker 


• Oil pastels or crayon 



Today you will be using Asymmetrical/
Symmetrical Balance and Shape/Form:



Step 1
Using a pencil draw a face 
shape; generally drawn in 
the shape of an upside 
down egg, feel free to add 
jawline/cheek bones. Add 
the shape of hair framing 
the face. You can also add 
a neck and shoulders.



Step 2
Add forward facing facial 
features, eyebrow and eye on 
the right side of the face. Draw 
full  nose and lips, they will be 
used for the left side as well. 
Add a curved line going down 
the middle of the face to 
resemble a side profile face.



Step 3
Now add side profile facial 
features to the left side of the 
face. Eyebrow and eye can be 
drawn the same as you did in 
step 2, just shifting brow and 
pupil over to the center a bit to 
create a side view illusion. Add 
a curved line down the center of 
the lips to finish up your side 
profile.



Step 4
Draw geometric shapes 
(shapes with straight edges) 
in your hair, face and 
background if you desire. 
Your shapes can be 
symmetrical (evenly balanced) 
or asymmetrical (unevenly 
balance).



Step 5
Outline all of your lines with 
sharpie or black marker. It’s 
okay if you can still see some 
of the pencil markings, it will 
get covered up when you 
color it all in.



Step 6
Now it’s time to color it all in using oil 
pastels or crayons! Try to use all 
warm colors (red, pink, orange, 
yellow) on the left profile side of the 
face and cool colors (green, blue, 
purple) on the right forward facing 
side of the face. Then color in your 
background, alternating now cool 
colors on the left side of your 
background and warm colors on the 
right side. Go over your outlines again 
with your black marker if needed.


Great Job!




